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Focus  

is on

dyslexia!



➢ Dyslexia is being discussed like never  
before at the local, regional, and state  
level.

➢ State-wide screening is in place.
➢ Increased focus on identification.
➢ Students potentially identified earlier.
➢ Potential for more early intervention.
➢ Potential to get more teachers  

trained.

Let’s keep it positive!



So, what do  

we know for  

sure?



1. There are no new

federal laws.

What is new . . . .

interpretations.



2. Dyslexia may be identified  

as a disability under Section  

504.

3. Dyslexia may be identified  

as a disability under IDEA.



4. All decisions regarding  

evaluation, identification,  

and instruction for a student  

suspected of having a  

disability should be made on  

a case-by-case basis.



• Decisions should always be

made by a multi-disciplinary

team.

• Decisions should be data-

driven.

• Parents should be included at  

all levels.



What resources do we  

have, or will we have,  

to help with guidance?



✓ Texas State Dyslexia  

Handbook:

- still in effect, until the State  

Board of Education  

approves an update or  

revision.



▪ Three sub-committees:
▪ Screening, Identification, Related  

Disorders

▪ Committee representation
▪ Public school, MSL trainers, special  

education/diagnosticians, Section  
504, higher education, Education  
Service Centers, ELL  
representatives, and parents.

Handbook Committee



✓ Special Education Strategic Plan

TRAINING, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT

Professional Development:
TEA will include training related to Section 504,  
especially as it relates to the differences between  
Section 504 and IDEA, and considerations for  
appropriate placement. TEA will also address  
appropriate dyslexia identification and placement of  
students, and other best practices as outlined in the  
Dyslexia Handbook: Procedures Concerning Dyslexia  
and Related Disorders (Dyslexia Handbook).



✓ Special Education Strategic Plan

TRAINING, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT

Professional Development:

Dyslexia Specific Support: TEA will improve  
services for students with dyslexia by providing LEAs  
with improved training regarding the interplay between  
the state's dyslexia program, services provided under  
Section 504, and services provided by special  
education, as well as how students with dyslexia  
should be effectively served in these programs  
commensurate with individual students' needs (p. 20).



✓ Special Education Strategic Plan

TRAINING, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT

Child Find Resource Development (CA: 3.c.):  
TEA will release an RFP to create a suite of  
resources which would describe the differences  
between RtI, the state dyslexia program (for dyslexia  
or dyslexia-related needs), Section 504, and the  
IDEA (p. 19).



✓ Special Education Strategic Plan

TRAINING, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT

Dyslexia and Related Disorders Reporting Study:  
TEA is in the process of contracting for a study on the  
reporting of students with dyslexia and related  
disorders through PEIMS. The objective of this project  
is to examine how LEAs identify and report students  
as having dyslexia or related disorders (p. 21).



What are some things  

we might consider  

doing in our LEAs?



➔Be proactive not reactive!

➔Develop collaborative  

relationships.

➔Add to the tools in the toolbox.

➔Stay student focused!



Contact Information

Melanie Royal, Ed.D., LDT, CALT/QI  

State Dyslexia Consultant  

972.348.1410

1-800-232-3030 x1410

melanie.royal@region10.org

mailto:melanie.royal@region10.org


REVISED



Dyslexia Handbook Status
As some of you are probably aware by now the Dyslexia Handbook draft has been posted!! The following is on 
the TEA website. Please consider forwarding to your stakeholders.

Feedback Regarding Updates to the Dyslexia Handbook

The State Board of Education (SBOE) tasked a committee with making recommendations for updates 

to The Dyslexia Handbook – Revised 2014: Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related 

Disorders (Dyslexia Handbook) to address recent legislative changes and to clarify processes regarding 

identification and services for students. The SBOE is scheduled to approve updates to the handbook at 

its meeting on November 16.

Educators, parents, and community members are invited to review the updates and provide TEA with 

specific feedback or recommendations related to the draft before it is approved by the SBOE.

DRAFT: The Dyslexia Handbook – 2018 Update: Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related 

Disorders

Please submit feedback and/or proposed recommendations to TEA at dyslexia@tea.texas.gov. We ask 

that you be as specific in your feedback as possible. The deadline for submitting feedback 

for consideration is Monday, October 29, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539625802
mailto:dyslexia@tea.texas.gov


DraftCurrent Handbook
Table of Contents



New Addition:











June 27th



Date: Time: Workshop Title: Workshop #:
October 18, 2018 9:00am-12:00pm SPED Directors’ 

Meeting
90350

District Dyslexia Coordinators:

Please be advised that attorney, Cynthia Buechler will be presenting at the SPED 
directors’ meeting on October 18th. She will be addressing Dyslexia and RTI as it is 
reported in TEA’s Strategic Plan for SPED that was submitted to the US Department 
of Education. SPED directors were informed that they could bring their Dyslexia 
coordinators to the October 18th meeting. I am extending the invitation to you. If 
you are interested in attending, please sign up for the following workshop:

Roel Garza

Early Literacy Specialist/Dyslexia
Region One Education Service Center
Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
(956) 984-6182 
rogarza@esc1.net

mailto:rogarza@esc1.net


June 27th







The Problem of 
the 8.5% cap?

➢ Eligibility by the numbers

➢ Violates the individualized 
approach of IDEA and 504

➢ The fallacy/trap of “here’s how 
many kids should be

eligible in your school system”  













Clarification



TCASE 
Dyslexia 
Panel –
July 25, 

2018



Clarification



Clarification





Good afternoon,

I have a question and I’m hoping that you can provide better direction on this 
matter. We have a student in our district who has already been identified 
Dyslexic for several years; however, the student now a 6th grader along with the 
parent are requesting to be re-assessed. Can a re-assessment be done in it’s 
entirety? It is my understanding as per the Dyslexia Handbook that there are no 
re-assessments. I would like to know how to best respond to the parent. I 
appreciate any guidance or feedback that you can provide!

Question:



Good Afternoon!

According to state law at TEC §38.003(b)(1) unless otherwise provided by law, a 
student determined to have dyslexia during testing under Subsection (a) or 
accommodated because of dyslexia may not be retested for dyslexia for the 
purpose of reassessing the student’s need for accommodations until the district 
reevaluates the information obtained from previous testing of the student.

This has meant – that because dyslexia is a neurological disorder, it is a lifelong 
disorder. Once dyslexic, always dyslexic. That said, one would have to ask, is 
the parent asking for an FIIE rather than a 504? If that is the case, due to the 
CAP that Texas is currently under, we would have to likely re-evaluate. Part of 
the action required is that all students currently being served for dyslexia under 
504 be reviewed to see if they need to be referred to SpEd. If they have not 
made adequate progress in the program, or if there is reason to believe they 
might in fact be eligible under the SLD category, then I would in fact move 
forward with the evaluation request for an FIIE. 

Response:



Now, if this is not the case with this 6th grader that you are asking about then:

A district can exit a student from dyslexia intervention at parent request but it 
must go on record as such, and it doesn’t change the fact of neurology. Once 
dyslexic always dyslexic. Question is does he NEED lab? Data should tell you 
this without evaluation. Attached are the 2 forms that you can use. I have sent 
them to you in generic form so all they have to do is fill in the blanks with 
district name. They are in pdf. format. A student can be removed from Dyslexia 
Therapy Program and the student can still receive 504 accommodations. All can 
be done without having to do an new "evaluation". Remember, evaluations 
under 504 are informal data gathering with the exception of an "initial" dyslexia 
evaluation which is formalized testing. After determining that the student has 
dyslexia, state law says we no longer test to determine the presence of dyslexia 
- which in this case would apply. If parent wants student out of "therapy" 
program, the committee needs to look at data, determine if they agree, and at 
least go on record showing whether they agree or not but if data shows that 
kid still has a substantial limitation, kid is still eligible to receive 
accommodations under 504 even if kid isn't in the therapy program.

Hope this information and forms help you proceed with the process.









Question:

We are purchasing a research based Tier 2 reading intervention program 

for our struggling readers.  This Tier 2 program meets the descriptors of an 

evidence based dyslexia intervention program and meets the principles of 

effective intervention for students with dyslexia.  Could this program be 

used to also serve our students identified with dyslexia?



Response:

I have been doing some research to better answer your question regarding using a Tier 2 program (accelerated reading program for struggling 
readers) as your dyslexia intervention program as well.  What I keep finding is that your dyslexia program has to be different from your regular core 
reading program and your Tier 2 intervention program.  The reason being that dyslexia is a specific type of a reading problem. Even if the Tier 2 
intervention program does meet the descriptors of a research based dyslexia intervention program, they must be 2 different things. If your Tier 2 
intervention program is the same as the dyslexia program, what are you doing differently for the kid who is not just a struggling reader but is a 
struggling reader that has been identified with the lifelong disability of dyslexia? To do the same thing would be denial of FAPE.  Your dyslexia 
program is ONLY for those who have been evaluated and found to have dyslexia as per OCR v Dallas ISD.  Keep in mind that a student’s own data 
would show if the students has been in Tier 2 which one would typically expect to see before immediately doing a dyslexia evaluation.  We usually 
see basic reading (Core) instruction, then an accelerated reading program – Tier 2, then your designated dyslexia program- Tier 3.

Hope this information helps as you continue to make the best decisions for your school system.

Roel Garza

Early Literacy Specialist/Dyslexia
Region One Education Service Center
Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
(956) 984-6182 
rogarza@esc1.net

mailto:rogarza@esc1.net


Welcome!


